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Murdered February 12, 1976 


‘a 


PROINSIAS STAGG’S last message to the Leadership of the Irish Republican Movement was: “We are a 
risen people, this time we will not be driven into the gutter, even if this should mean dying for justice. 
The fight must go on. I want my memorial to be Peace with Justice.” 


AN PHOBLACHT. FEABHRA 20, 1976. 


FROM 1913, through 1916, 1918, 1920, 1921, in the 

twenties, the thirties, the forties, the fifties, the 

sixties and the seventies, the papers published in 

Middle Abbey Street, Dublin, were foremost, at every 

available opportunity, in their attack on Republicans 

and their movement. 

The editorial in the “Evening Herald” the day 
Stagg died, and the leader in the “Irish Independent” 
the following day, have to be seen against that 
background to be understood, 

Newspaper people like to be thought of as object- 
ive, as presenting both sides of a story, where there is 
controversy, and tend to be loud in their fury against 
the person or the institution which would seek to 
censor them. Those who control and work for the 
Independent Group would like to be thought of in 
that context. The truth is otherwise. The Group is a 

„ Whited sepulchre. 

Throughout the agony of Pronsias Stagg his friends 
and supporters - and he, himself - issued statements, 
in an attempt to clarify issues, to state facts, to end 
the deliberate confusion created by the enemy at 
home and abroad. 

These statements, when they were not thrown into 
the Independent wastepaper basket, were slanted or 
otherwise distorted, in a most evil way; and every 
possible use was made of every item or gossip or 


I5 FÉIDIR an mhuiè a aithint ar a chuid ceoil; agus tá an mhuic 
chéanna ag lonnú i gcónaí i Sráid Lár na Mainistreach, Baile Atha 
Cliath, mar Ghrúpa Nuachtáin “Neamhspleácha” (“Independent” 
| Newspapers, Ltd.) 
|} Labhair an mhuic i 1913. Labhair sf aríst i 1916. Agus labhair si 
| díreach mar a chéile, i bpáipéar an tráthnóna agus i bpáipéar na maidne, 
nuair a d'éad Proinsías álainn Stagg, ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam uasal, 
Ba chuma sonnraí bhás Stagg bheith ar an heolas, Ba chuma léi an 
fhírinne a chur as a riocht. Ba soe paiia léi Larkin, O Said agus an 
Piarsach, fé mar is gráin léi Michael sim Protas S tagg agus 
gach éinne a sheasann ar son chearta n: 
+ Mara dúirt an Piarsach, ‘an chráin a d'ith a hal féin... 


Muic shuarach eile 


ai. THEASTAIONN uait, a léitheoir, leathanach a “cheannach” san 
ish News,” chun earra éicínt ded chuid a fhógairt ann, beidh ort 
Mae de or 

Ach ni shin an méid a d'íoc an Cuordin ar na mallaibh, le 
dallamullóg a chur ar dhaoine maithe faoi mharbaracht Sasana i dtaoibh 
Choróin: Nior eh staigh ra fógra Ád ach “Irish News” sladmhargadh don 

Nior chostaigh na fógra úd ach £400. 

mór eile i ag an “Irish News” ar na mallaibh agus 

tacht bhréan an S.D .L.P. ceangailte leis. Níor chostaigh sin ach 

tú, cé a d'íoc an costas céanna? An 
Choróin, Anoi “Anois an bhfuil biseach agat? 
Is cóir an dá scéal sin a scaipeadh ar fud Ualadh chun go dtuigfear go 
forleathan cén áit a bhfuil croí an “Irish News” atá sásta iobairtí chomh 
mór sin a dhéanamh ar son na Corónach. 
Ce a d'iarr ar an “Irish News” an sladmhargadh sin a chur ar fáil? 
D'eile ach an ti ni Tee: O E plied 
chaint i ton gdt in annalód, gur d'ór a bhí siad déanta 
chailis as “ach inniu a mhalairt"? Nach go rí-mhaith a ol man 
an nath dár n-aimsir féin? 
Gaimbin versus comhar 

NÍ CHÓIR go gcuirfeadh polasaí nua rialtas Bhaile Átha Cliath, faoi na 
Ena gl ee fontas ar éinne. Nil rud ar domhan is mó a 
chuireann ole ar chomhlucht nó ar fhear gaimbin ná an comhar- 
chumann. Agus b'amhlaidh a dhíol Fine Gael agus an Drong Lucht 
Oibre iad féin leis na bainc (tuairisc an “Hibernia” mar bréagnaiodh 
riamh) ar son tacaíocht na mbanc. 

Shilff nach mbeadh aon ghearán ag na bainc. Rinne siad go maith 
faoin gcomhrialtas, Nuáir a bhí an dithostafocht ag méadú is sg méadú, 
Saree fis ap, ag titim faoi eire na cánach, 
d'éirigh na bainc ní ba shaibhre ná riamh. 

Ach chuala stiúrthóirí na iene! faoi bhua na gcomharchumann 
i mBaile Mhic Aindréis. Ba léir go mbunófaí cumainn eile. Agus mar 
donna a oR bhí páirtí mór polaitiúil ag tabhairt tacaíocht don 
Ba shin an fáth ar chuir siad cogar i gcluais Richie... agus gur thug 
Riche aird orthu. Feasta, beidh ar na comharchumainn cáin a íoc ar 
bhrabús... brabús a ba chóir a bheith dá infheistiú i leathnú amach na 


Cloisim caint faoi na comharchumainn a nascadh: níor mhiste. 
Nuair a bheas na comharchumainn nua nascaithe le chéile beidh fórsa 
nua láidir ag muintir na hl . Ní chóir go mbeadh sé 
ró-dheacair ag an nacs sin cinnireacht a thabhairt do chomharchum- 
annachas ar fud an oileáin. 

Nuair a bheas an chead olltoghachán eile ar siúl, tá súil agam nach. 
ndéanfaidh muintir na gcomharchumann dearmad faoi Richie agus a 


f 


Ná na mná, ach oiread: bhí an comhrialtas réidh chun a gcearta páí 
a choinneáil uatha Ls gur chuir na Bhruiséil iachall ar Bhaile Átha 
Cliath an rud ceart a 

= aon amhras ar bith, ní suarachas go dtí an comhrialtas, 
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Blueshirt lies 


malicious comment so as to smear Stagg and the 
Movement he served so gallantly, right up to the end. 

This is a debasement of Journalistic Ethics, But 
that is unlikely to worry the Independent people. The 
only thing that could hurt them is the contempt 
expressed by a sustained boycott. 

Proinsias Stagg was a staff officer in Oglaigh na 
hÉireann. Going on hunger strike for any Army 
member is going into the most serious engagement 
possible. It is the equivalent of active service under 
the most dangerous odds, It is undertaken voluntarily 
and ends in death or is abandoned voluntarily. As we 
stated last week, the leadership may order a hunger- 
striking member to end his terrible protest but only if 
that conforms to his conscience. 

All that is known to the Independent Group and 
to anyone else who wants to know, including bishops 
and politicians. All who want to know understand 


MO GHRA deo, thú 
muintir B] Feirste. I 
nGleann Cholm Cille chaith- 
eas seal ina measc ar na mal- 
laibh nuair a bhí cúrsaí na 
Gluaiseachta á gcíoradh go 
mion aici, agus an réabhlóid 
chultúrtha san áireamh, agus 
labhair na daoine amach, 
d'aon ghuth, ar son cearta na 


D'admhai na daoine seo 
nach raibh a déithean á dhéanamh 
acu ar son dul chun cinn na 
Gaeilge, na staire, an cheoil agus 
eile, ag an nGluaiseacht. 
Thuig siad nach leor an teang 
an stair agus eile a mhúir 
ach an teanga a úsáid achan h 
agus a bheith le feiceáil áit ar bith 
a bhfuil an dúchas beo. 
Faoin am a bheas an colio 3 
beidh gníomh gr 
ta ar son na Gaeilge agus na 
hra a fuair bás ar son na 
hÉireann sa cheantar tá faoi 
Chumann Chluain Ard (cumann 
de chuid Sinn Féin, óir tá cumann. 
Gaelach ann a bhfuil an teideal 
céanna aige). 
Is é atá i gceist ainmneacha na 
nna a athrú agus a chur le 
feiceáil 19 súntasach agus i 
nGaei 


mh ioath agus a aith- 

níonn fear poist amháin an seol- 
nua, trí litir, a bhfuil an 
seoladh nua sin scríofa uirthi, a 
thabhairt don té a bhfuil sí curtha 
chuige, tá an seoladh nua sin 
oifigiúil. Sin dlí Shasana,” a duirt 
Padraigin Bean 


Mhic Daibheis ' 


“Ní chuirfidh muid deireadh 
leis an sean-seoladh go foil,” a 
deir sí, “toisc nach dteastaíonn 
uainn cur isteach ar dhaoine a 
bhfuil cónaí acu san áit agus nach 
bhfuil ina mball den Ghluaiseacht. 
Fanfaidh muid píosa go dtí go 
nglacann gacn éinne leis an seol- 
adh nua.” 


Fadhb na ranganna 


IS NAIR don dom a oe hy gur 
ltaigh Gaeilgeoir: ithe aon 
me thabhairt do na rang- 
tá bunaithe ag ‘Sinn 
Feirste toisc nach 


faoi pholaitíocht na ndaltaí. 
An té a dteastaíonn uaidh 


cainte ag 
uachtarán Chor na Gaeilge, 
is go mbeadh sé sista ordú a 


thabhairt do bhaill an Chonartha 
bhair a thabhairt d'éinne a 
Gaeilge uaidh? 

Ta na múinteoirí gann, is cos- 
úil; ar aon chaoi, tá múinteoirí a 
dhíth chun an síol a chur agus an 
fómhar a bhaint: ach tá an talamh 


Déarfainn go mbeadh Pobal 
Feirste sásta múinteoirí a chur ar 
ude us brú a chur ar Ghaeil- 

Bhéal Feirste chun an 
Bettina onal. 


that Stagg is in the same tradition as Tomás Aghas, 


Fry. Albert, a chroí, 


Tarlach Mac Suibhne, McCaughey, Gaughan; and that 
the Irish tradition extends far beyond the Republican 
period, that it goes as far back as the early years of 
Christendom in this country when St. Ruadhán fasted 
on the Ard-Ri in Teamhair, because of an injustice, 
and forced that king and all those who followed him, 
to abandon the royal seat forever. 

But the hunger-strike weapon, in terrible protest 
against an evil thing, is also part of the tradition of 
the East, where it goes back thousands of years. 
Gandhi was the most noted follower of that tradition 


in recent years. 


But, of course, no such just and dignified appraise! 
could be expected from the gutter press of Middle 
Abbey Street, obsessed with sex and scandal monger- 
ing and the gaderene pursuit of loot, robbed from a 


long-suffering people. 


The Independent Group is a spearhead for capital- 
ism. Those who control it are deeply involved in 
multi-national capitalism and recognise the danger to 
their interests represented by the Republican Move- 
ment which they fear so greatly. Hence their venom, 
their lies and their censorship. But truth will triumph: 
they cannot steal Stagg's honour, as every man and 
woman in Ireland knows this sad week, Nor the 
honour of the cause he served so selflessly. Ar dheis 


Dé go raibh a anam fioruasal, 


Sraidainmneacha Bhéal 
Feirste i dteanga an 


Ta togha na Gaeilge ag Albert 
an dtabharfá 
lámh chúnta dúinn) An n-iarrfá 
ar do chairde meitheal múinteoirí 
a bhunú nó an mbeitheása sásta 
dul i mbun na hoibre sin? 
Jack Bennett: an beo dhuit? 
z an beo dhuitse? A 


un. an óige 
(agus an scan) a chur ar thóir an 
dúchaí 


cote sa mbearna 


DHA RANG tá bunaithe ag Sinn 
Féin i mBaile Mhic Aindréis. 1 
gceann diobh tá 50 dalta agus sa 
cheann cile, 90. Mí Iúil seo caite a 
bhunaigh an Id sé B'éig 


míonnaí ó shin táid ar siúl arís. 
Iar-imthreorannaithe atá i 
id des na múinteoirí, id 

im an tea: i gCami 
Chluain Ceis, mar atá: Liam Mac 
Fhionnlaoich, Toini Mag Aoidh, 
Seamus O Cuinn agus Seamus O 


An Cumann Gaelach, Bóthar 

Aontroma, a thug na múinteoirí 
seo a leanas dúinn: Sean Gettins 
agus Carthaigh. 
Tá Mairead Ui Dhroim, iníonn 
le Seamas agus le Maire, ag súil le 
go mbeidh deis aici roinnt mhaith 
des na daltaí a chur chun na 
Gaeltachta sa samhradh. 

Beidh airgead a dhíth chuige 

ni Is féidir r aíntúis a chur che 

“Republican News” i 
Feirste, ag cor in lái go soiléir gur 
do chiste na scoláireachtaí atá an 
t-airgead. 


Gaeilge sa chúirt 


AR NA daoine ba dhiograisi chun 
cúis na Gaeilge a bhrú chun tos- 
aigh i measc mhuintir na Gluais- 
eachta i nDoire bhi Mairtin Mac 

rae) Sé os comhair cúirte i 
láthair as ball- 

na hÉireann 


nireacht mhaith a th 
Máirtín sa pmi níor labhair 
oa Stagg 


sa phríosún é? 

Cuireadh na leabhra sin ss 
an príosún ach dhiúltai 
gob! dóibh. Bhí an aise 
sin ar chúiseanna an chéalachain 
an chéad uair. D'fhoilsigh muid an 


insias 

Gaeilge ar bith, go bhfios domsa. 
Is cinnte nar rinne rialtas Bhaile 
Atha Cliath aon iarracht chun go 
bhfaigheadh sé an deis sin chun an 
mips fhoghlaim. 

haon íontas sin. Tá an 
diúltú céanna d'eolas ar an nGaeil- 
ge tugtha ag an rialtas céanna do 
na cimí i bPortlaoisc. Is beag raic 
a thog Gluaiseacht na Gaeilge 
faoin scannal sin. 


náisiúin 


“Tuarascáil”, ar an “Irish 
is mó a labhair amach ina 
choinne, agus Criostoir O Floinn 
ar “Scéala Éireann.” ls iomaí 
Gaeilgeoir mór le rá a d'fhan ciúin 
faoi, Ciúin cionntach. 


An tríú chuid 


AGUS Ë ag labhairt faoi chomhar- 
chumannachas (nó comhar na 
gcomharsan) le Poblachtóirí i 
nGleann Cholm Cille, chuir an 
tAthair Seamas Mac Daidhir béim 
ar an triú chuid. 

“Na bígí ag súil ariamh leis an 
tromlach a thabhairt libh,” a 
seisean. “Bí buíoch má leanann 
30 faoin gcéad sibh agus beidh 


libi 

Riail sin a bhaineann le gach 
cúis fhiúntach. Ach ní raibh 30. 
faoin ad des na Gaeilgeoirí 
sásta labhairt amach ar son ceart 
na Gaeilge i Wakefield ná i bPort- 
laoise: trahison des clercs, mar a 
dúirt an Francach, 

Cuimhneoidh na staraithe faoi 
sin amach anseo agus imeachtaí 
na Gaeilge — agus eile — dá ríomh 
acu. Ní saoirse go Gaeilge agus ní 
gaeilge to saoirse. 


Run na Mí ' 


` 
GLACADH leis an rún seo leanas 
cruinniú chinnbhliana -Choiste 
úiche na Mí de Chonradh na 
se Lá 'eanannus Mor, Eanair 
íonn Choist Dúiche na Mí 
a “Chonradh na Gaeilge ar rialtas 
na 26 Chontae na moltaí seo a 
leanas a fheidhmiú gan mhoill, 
“éiríonn Tuarascáil an 


Gaeilge go bhfuil tacaíocht láidir 
bail ag gach ceann de na 


háil ie 

(1). Údarás Gaeltachta daon- 
lathach a bhunú go mbeidh cumh- 
achtaí leathana forbartha, rialtais 
áitiúil agus riaracháin aige sa chaoi 
go bhforbrófar an Ghaeltacht de. 
réir a dúchais féin; 
2) Clár 30 nóiméad de 
óga a chraoladh sa 
Gaeilge ar an teilifís gach oíche, 
agus clár den fhad sin. ar a laghad, 
a chraoladh do dhaoine fásta 


chomh maith. 
“G) Go mbunóidh an Roinn 
Oideachais iarbhunscoil lán- 


Ghaelach i nGaeltacht na Mí chun 
freastal orthusan ach go háirithe a 
fhaigheann a mbunoideachas trí 
Ghaeilge.” 

Is dócha go bhfuil muid uilig 
dóite ag éisteacht le rúin agus ag 
impí ar rialtas Bhaile Átha Cliath . 
a dhuales a chomhlíonadh, 


Múinfidh an aimsir ceacht do Cho. 
na Mí! 

Caithfear bheith 
chairde. 


D'FHEADFADH Tionól botún 
mór eile a dhéanamh — é a bhunú 
ar na Caitlicigh amháin. 

Bheidh sé de chathú air 
feidhm a bhaint ay an opobal a 
dhéanann freastal ar na pAifrinn 
Ghaeilge ~ rud nár mhiste muna 
ndéantar dearmad faoi na Protast- 
úin, faoi na Giúdaigh agus faoi na 
daoine nach mian leo pairt a ghlac- 
adh in eaglais ná | gcreideamh 


salach, a 


eagruithe ar bith. 

Ma etapat aon ráth į ndán do 
Thionól, h sé cabhair 
fhial ó ramen Gaelach na 


hEaglaise agus ón bpobal Giúd- 
ach, go háirithe i gCorcaigh agus i 
mBaile Atha Cliath, ach sin a forg. 

Chun dul i bhfeidhm ar 
dhaoine eile beidh pá le poib- 
líocht mhór trí fheachtas lit- 
reacha, ar a laghad ~- ach i 
ndáiríre céard is féidir a dhéan- 
amh agus gan ach £1 an comhalta 


a éilimh? 

Slam mor airgid a bheas a 
dhith. Gheobhaidh Tionól an 
t-airgead chomh- luath agus a 
thuigeann daoine go bhfuil an rud 
ciallmhar agus go bhfuil éifeacht 
ag baint leis. 

Ní duine mise atá ró-thugtha 
don Sionachas (eagras na 
nGiúdach a ags aor chomh mór 
sin le hIosrael a bhunú, mar stát, 
agus a choinnigh ar bun é go nuige 
seo), ach is féidir le Tionól go leor 
a fhoghlaim uaidh. 

Caithfidh Tionól seasamh a 
ghlacadh ar chúrsaí eile seachas 
teanga. Measaim 3 apts ol sé 
bheith ar s^ Aage 
fhógraíonn sé go Ko 

-d Ise, gcogadh na 
n-aicmí, is bail sin is a chur in 
iúl A seasann sé leis an status 


vi "ionann sin agus lámh a chur 
5 lach fein óir tá an status-quo 
nimhneach in éadan an 
Aúisúina agus, dá bhrí sin, in éadan 
an rud is bunúsaí sa náisiún, mar 
an teanga féin, 
An bhfuil a dhoithean mach- 
naimh déanta ag lucht bunaithe 
Tionóil? 


ní mórán 
cailliúint as an bhfoirm a líonadh 
agus í a chur, mar aon leis an £1, 
go dtí an scoladh sealadach. 

Ba thrua Mhuire é gan seans a 
thabhairt dó. Céard eile tá ann , 
ach na heagrais teipithe agus broc- 
a agus dallamullóg an stáit? 


SCÉILIN beag 6 Dhomhnach 
Se ‘Baile Ghib), Gaeltacht 
tear níos mo des na 
combarthat úd,.""Géill SI 
sa cheantar ná mar a bhi ri 

Duras cheana gur scrios 
ógánaigh na háite cuid mhaith den 
chéad sraith a chuir an Chomhairle 
Chontae 


'FOR nine weeks Irishmen have watched in agonised silence while fellow- 
ountryman Frank Stagg, acting in agreement with the principles and methods of 
eaceful protest, tried by means of moral pressure to stir the conscience of the 
ritish Government to recognise their injustice to our land”, said a statement by 
he Irish Republican Publicity Bureau after the death of Frank Stagg had been 


nnounced. , 
The statement continued: 


“We have watched the intransigent refusal 

f that government to recognise in the strong 
pice of Frank Stagg the plea of inumerable 
ish political prisoners for human and just 
reatment in British jails. 
“We have seen the vulgar comment that the 
heap tawdry means by which the British 
mess sought to belittle the self-sacrifice of 
tagg just as it tried to belie the martyrdom of 
Michael Gaughan and Terence McSwiney 
efore him. 

“But Frank Stagg has given him his answer: 
“We are a risen people. This time we will not 
le driven into the gutter, even if this should 


mean dying for justice. | want my memorial 
to be Peace with Justice”, 

“From his unfriendly prison cell Frank 
Stagg was an example of courage and integ- 
rity, of a true spirit of sacrifice and loyalty to 
Ireland. Britain has failed to crush the spirit of 
this one true man who prevailed in the end. 
The lethargy and prejudice in his own 
country will be broken and the consciousness 
of his people will be electrified by his brave 
deed. 

“The Leadership of the Republican Move- 
ment endorses his dying sentiments and 
reassures that the fight will continue until 
ultimate victory and pledge that his death will 
not be in vain”, the statement ended. 


e i 


Deirdre O'Connell representing the Pol 
he British Embassy on Sunday, February 15. 
i 


l Prisoners of Port Laoise prison. speaking outside 


` Members of Sinn Fein picketing outside the R.D.S. Dublin where Fianna Fail were holding 
heir Ard Fheis. The Sinn Fein members chanted the names of Republicans murdered by the 


Pragmatists”, Fianna Fail, during their terms of office. 
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His death will 
not be in 
vain 


The death of Frank Stagg had been preceded by nation-wide 
protests. ABOVE: Protesters in Tralee include Miss May O’Sull- 
ivan, sister of Dan O'Sullivan who is serving eight years in Port 

Laoise prison. 


FRANK Stagg’s indomitable 
spirit is at peace at last. He 
asked to be treated as an Irish 
political prisoner if not in 
England then in Ireland. He 
was refused and was sub- 
jected to unspeakable 
indignities, including force- 
feeding, yet in dying the long- 
est death he has triumphed. 
over his jailers and torturers. 


He died, as did Terence 
Mac Swiney, Sean Mc- 
Caughey and many others, 
practising the supreme form 
of non-violence in defence of 


An effigy of Roy Jenkins was burned at the 
protest meeting outside the British Embassy in 
Dublin. 


At the time of going to 
press no definite funeral 
arrangements had been made. 

However when the funeral 
does take place it will be over 
a route Frank Stagg dic- 
tated himself from his 
prison cell. 

The route will be as fol- 
lows — 


Dublin, Mullingar, Long- 
ford, Roscommon, Ballymoe, 
Castlerea, Ballyhaunis, Clare- 
morris, Cross Boyne, Scar- 
down, Roundfort and Holly- 
mount where the mortal 
remains will stay overnight. ` 

Following Mass the follow- 
ing day the cortege will con- 
tinue to Ballina via Bloom- 
field, Castlebar, Ballyvary and 
Foxford. 
Se Se ee 
“Victory comes not to those 
who can inflict the most, but 
to those who can suffer most” 

-T erence McSwiney 


en. 


numan dignity and the rights 
of conscience. Yet those who 
say they espouse the cause of 
non-violence have been 
strangely silent these past two 
months and indeed during 
earlier hunger-strikes. 

Frank Stagg has gone to 
join his comrade, Michael 
Gaughan, as members of that 
band whose leader is Thomas 
Ashe. Lovers of freedom and 
justice around the world bow 
their heads in respect at one 
man’s moral courage, per- 
sonal integrity and ultimate 
sacrifice. 


“British to blame” 


The Association for Legal Justice, Dublin 
Central Branch, states that the death of 
hunger striker, Frank Stagg in Wakefield 
Prison, rests squarely on the shoulders of The 
British Government. 


The refusal of the Home Secretary, Mr. 
Roy Jenkins, to grant Stagg's two primary 
demands: 1. No return to solitary confine- 
ment; 2. That he not be reguested to do 
prison work; were just and reasonable and 
could have been conceded to Stagg by grant- 
ing him educational status, something which 
had been already granted to other prisoners. 
This would have resulted in no loss of face te 
the British Home Office as they are well 
had already passed an 
qualified him for further 


aware that Stay 
examination whi 
education. 


The inhuman and degrading treatment 
meted out to Stagg by the British prison 
authorities were as we continuously pointed 
out, contrary to the standard minimum rules 
for the treatment of prisoners, a United 
Nations document of 1965. 


We assert that Stagg might never have died 
if the Irish Government and in particular the 
Foreign Minister, Dr. Garret Fitzgerald, had 
acted in a responsible manner and demanded 
that Stagg, an Irish citizen, be given proper 
and humane treatment. 


Stagg is dead but we assert’ that this 
Association will continue the legal battle with 
regard to his barbarous treatment to it’s final 
conclusion. 


l 
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Sinn Fein Cumann 
hits out at 
Alliance member 


IN. A recent statement replying to criti 


ism by the Alliance Party Councillor, 


Bertie Faulkner, the Sean Dolan Sinn Fein Cumann, Waterside, said: 


“The recent utterings by 
Alliance Party Councillor Bertie 
Faulkner typify all that the 
Alliance Party stands for in Derry, 
Sinn Fein has always claimed to 
be the party of the working class, 
although in its membership it 
enfolds businessmen such as 
shopkeepers and suppliers. These 
people do not envisage themselves 
as being of a better class than 
their fellow men. The Sean Dolan 
cumann has always treated 
everyoné equally, When dealing 
with complaints such as housing 
problems or other complaints of a 
similar nature, we do not ask if a 
person was one of the self-styled 
‘elite’, We regarded all problems 
on face value. Not so with the 
Alliance Party, however, who 
when giving advice are openly 
biased. 

“People of the same mind as 
Mr. Faulkner search out the 
antiworking class complaints, 
They jump on the political band 
wagon in the hope of securing 
votes in future elections. They 
protest loudly about peaceful 
demonstrations in support of a 
justice-seeking hunger striker 
Frank Stagg, saying that the 
Foyle College and High School 
pupils were delayed when 
returning home, We ask, how 
many of the working-class were 
delayed by the U.W.C. strike or 
other loyalist blockades? Would it 
not be true fo say that many 
Foyle College ‘children’ were 
deeply involved and part and 
parcel of those barricades, 

“So, too, with the recent 
outcry over the driving test being 
held in the Woodburn Park area, 
In statements designed to fhislead 
the public regarding constant 
annoyance being inflicted on the 
middle-class residents, they call 
for a solution, 1 am sure the 
residents of Gobnascale would 
have no objection to the test 
route being swopped to their 
estate. 

“As with any swop, however, 
a two-way arrangement must 
operate. The test route must be 
accompanied with the supply of 
adequate street lights for the 
benefit of learner drivers who 
wish to practice at night. In 
return for alf this, the good 
residents of Woodburn Park 
would take from Gobnascale all 
the British army harassment, 
house raids and anti-Catholic 
violence, as was @Widely handed 
out by Orange thugs over the 
Christmas period, 


Green Cross Worke 


“While on the subject of 
housing estates we must not 
forget Mr. Faulkner's attitude to 
the development sites at Trench 
Road for the new Altnagelvin and 
3obnascale housing complexes, 
Why all the fuss we would like tô 
know. Do the Alliance Party have 
something against attempts to 
alleviate the housing problem? 
“Of course consideration must 
be taken for those who own their 


“own homes. But it is only the 


house they own, not the streets 
around it or the fields across the 
road. Where a need exists a 
solution must be found and man 


Sim Fein 


has always picked his pleasure 
from the nearest tree. If ground is 
vacant, then houses or factories 
should be built on it. This said, it 


must be added that proper 
planning should be ensured for 
the best social and cultural 
development of all the residents. 


“And now a word of warning 
to the Alliance Party. Don't mess 
about with the working clas. 
They are too powerful a body to 
be sneered at. Although they have 
been down trodden for many 
years the days of silent suffering 
have ended. 

“When injustice is planted, 
civil unrest flourishes, and we in 
the Sean Dolan Cumann feel that 
to solve this, justice must be done 
and be seen to be done, before a 
{rue peace can prevail”, the S.F. 
statement ended, 


Ballyshannon 


A letter from the Garda 
authorities has informed the 
Ballyshannon Town 
Commissioners. that S.F, Cllr, 
Anthony O'Malley Daly's 
proposal to permit parking on the 
north side of College Street 
between 15 feet from the 
junction with Castle Street and 15 
feet west of the junction of Erne 


sty 


St. was accepted and the draft 
traffic bye-laws would be altered 
accordingly. 


Fermanagh 


At a recent meeting of 
Fermanagh Comhairle Ceantair it 
was reported that all Cumann in 
Fermanagh have held their 
Annual General Meetings and a 
full Officer Board has been 
elected in each Cumann for the 
year 1976, 

Members of the Comhairle 
Ceanntair were also delighted to 
hear that a new Cumann had been 
founded in Teemore with a 
membership: of 12 together with a 
full Officer Board of eight. 

There are now nine Cumainn 
working full strength in the 
county: The Kevin Coen Cumann, 
Killesher; the Patrick MeManus 
Cumann Kinawley, the Pettigo 
Martyrs Cumann, Ederney; the 
Jim Murphy Cumann, 
Knockhinny; the Louis Leonard 
Cumann, Teemare; the Canon 
Maguire Cumann, Donagh, the 
Leonard/Aherne Cumann 
Aughadrumsnee and the Sean 
South Cumann, Lisnakea, 


Donagh 


Following representations 
from residents re a speed limit 
through the village of Donagh, the 
Canon Maguire S.F. Cumann had 
a petition in support of this 
circulated which was signed by 54 
householders. The completed 
petition was then forwarded to 
the District Council Clerk. The 
Cumann Secretary has received an 
acknowledgement, 

At the meeting of the 
Cumann, sympathy was expressed 
with the parents of the late 
Patrick Mulligan (R.1.P,) on their 
sad bereavement, 


Knockninney 


The Jim Murphy Cumann are 
organising a draw for Long Kesh 
Handerafts in support of the 
Prisoners’ Dependents’ Fund. 

At a recent meeting members 
expressed support and solidarity 
with Pronsias Stagg, on hunger 
strike in Wakefield Prison. The 
Cumann calls on all justice-loving 
people to speak out in support of 
this brave Irishman's demands, 
which are by no means 
unreasonable, before it is too late, 


rs meet... 


Pictured above are a group of members and helpers at the Green Cross Annual General Meeting 
held recently in Belfast. 


“SAS will not stop 
the freedom fight’ 


THE S.A.S., whose forerunners were the Black and 
Tans, would not stop the fight for freedom, Mrs. 
Deirdre O Conaill said when she was the guest 
speaker at the annual Social of the North Kerry 
Comhairle Ceanntair Sinn Fein. 

The Social, which was held at Horan’s Hotel, 


Tralee, was a tremendous success, and was attended | 


by over six hundred people, 

Mr. George Rice presided, 

Mrs. O Conaill said it was good to be able to 
gather at functions like the one they were at, but 
they should remember as they enjoyed themselves 
that there was still so much to be done to free their 
country. 

Republicans, Mrs. O Conaill suid, had shown 
themselves to be the only people who were prepared 
to, and were working to, rid this country of a foreign 
tyrant and bring about a just, true and lasting peace 
in our country. 

The same tyrants, she said, were driving Frank 
Stagg and Gerry Meally to their deaths by 
hunger-strike in an English jail, and Jenkins refused 
to abide by his own prison rule and move them to 
the Six Counties. 


While they and so many other Irish prisoners, 
including Brendan O'Dowd, of Ballymacel 
were being tortured in British jails daily, the British 
Government media were creating a wild hysteria 
about Dr, Sheila Cassidy being tortured in Chile, and 
Ireland followed suit. 

While one naturally felt sorry for Dr, Cassidy's 
experience, would she raise her voice at all against 
the torture going on in her own country against our 
countrymen! The British are doing worse to Irish 
boys and girls in their jails. We have almost 100 Irish 
boys and girls in British jails and we are proud of 
them, 


“Callaghan”, said Mrs. O Conaill, “beats his 
breast in anguish at the “institutionalised™ violence 
in Spain when Basques were put to death, but in his 
hypocrisy he conveniently forgets the Hunt Report 
‘on institutional violence in the Six Counties, Indeed, 
the record of our own political parties in Leinster 
House has been anything but good, In fact, they've 
had absolutely shameful records in all parties. They 
fell over backwards to carry out the orders of their 
masters in London, as they always have done since 
the 26-County State was set up. Fine Gael had not 
changed their blue shirts since Cumann na nGael 


Daly and Batt Dowling. Back: Pat 


Mrs. Daithi O'Connell (centre), pictured with officers of North Kerry Comhairle Ceanntair of 
Sinn Fein at the annual social recently. Front: Pat Corkery, Aine Lynch, Mrs. 
itzmaurice, Jimmy Finucane, Robert Beazley, Pat 
Campbell, Michael Horgan and Albert O’Rawe. 


The 77 executed and the 113 murdered behind the 
ditches is not a pleasant record to look back on, 


Torture in 
Limerick and 
Port Laoise 


“Now”, went on Mrs, O Conaill, “they are 
torturing prisoners behind the jail walls in Limerick 
and Port Laoise. They are refusing them basic human 
rights, such as educational facilities, correspondence 
courses, heavy coats and even the U.N. rules 
governing prisons, And they have added Tommy 
Smith to their list of victims; Jackie Spring, of 
Castlemaine, who will be released shortly, can testify 
to this malpractice, and so can the other prisoners 
from Kerry — Dan O'Sullivan, Barrow; Sean Murphy, 
Tralee, and Brendan O'Doherty, Currow, who are in 
Port Laoise, 

“This happens in your name and in my name. 
Paddy Cooney comes back from London to tell us 
that we are on the brink of civil war. Two other 
Ministers make basically the same speech the same 
night. They all had the same divine inspiration, and 
did more in one evening to halt the industrial growth 
of this country with their scare-Mongering than 
anything else one cares to think about, 

“Did Cosgrave care about that when he gave 
those three moderates this inspiration, for he 
admitted since that he had prior knowledge of the 
S.A.S. announcement, As if we all did not know that 
the S.A.S. have been operating in Ireland since the 
carly days of the war! We had their forerunners, the 
Black and Tans, in the early part of the century, 


Icelandic 
example 


“The Icelandic Government”, Mrs, O Conaill 
went on, “has put ours to shame, She has Britain on 
the run, She is a small country, but she does not hide 
behind that fact, unlike our own West Britons who, 
if they had any sense of national pride, would stand 
firm with the Provisionals who will run Britain out. 
We say to Harold Wilson and to Cooney and 
Cosgrave: “We Irish do not look for gifts from the 
British Government, and the Provisionals do not beg 
for what is rightly ours — our Six Counties, We will 
win! We will have our own solutions, and very soon 
Fire Nua will function’, 


O'Connell, Mai 


Coldstream Tom Smith Commemoration 


guards take 
over local 


MASS: at 
h l Dubli 
bi . 
It was stated by Cumann, eae 
Ballymurphy, that the Army have Parade 
taken over St. Aidan" School on Cemetery 


the Whiterock Road and are 
“using it as an observation post to 
spy on the local people”, 

A spokesman for the Cumann 
asks: “What would be the outcry 
if such a takeover of a school 
happened in Britain?” 

The Cumann demand that the 
Coldstream Guards cacate the 
school at once as there presence 
was interfering with the education 
of the children of the urea, 


take place. 


St. Patrick's Day 
17 March 1976, 
10 o'clock in 
Berkeley Road Church, 


to Glasnevin 


where the 


Commemoration will 


sta 
Vol, Tom Smith RLP. 


Charlie Hughes 
„Accordian Band 


IT is intended that the Charlie Hughes Accordian 


New booklet 
on sale 


Band will make a trip to New York in March 1976. 
So far, however, the efforts of the organisers to 


raise the necessary funds have not met with the 


A booklet published by the Liam 


desired results. 


Mondi (eas tae, ak A trip to New York would mean much to those 
booklet the life of Liam Mellows, young musicians, all school-children from the 
his work with Tom Clarke and Lower Falls area of Belfast and they would make 
Sean MacDiarmada; organisation worthy ambassadors for Ireland and the 


and training of Na Fianna and the 
Volunteers; Easter Week in 
Galway; mission in U.S.A., the 
Four Courts and Mountjoy. 

Obtainable from: 2A Lr. 
Kevin Street, or 4, Parnell 
Square, Dublin. 


Republican cause. 

Please help to make this trip a reality. 

Send a subscription to-day to the treasurer: 
Mrs. Nancy Porter, 41 Lower Clonard Street, 
Belfast 12 
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. A Government by the People 


me s vision 
o 
Direct Democracy 


HE first chapter of Mummar Gaddafi’s “Green Book”, in 
yhich he expounds his vision of democracy, has just been 
ublished in Tripoli. 

Gaddafi’s attempt to put into concrete terms the dreams of 
lan since the very beginning — to live in freedom, to have his 
estiny in his own hands, to be his own mastef and never again 
xperience humiliation and servitude at the hands of fellow 
nen, will have a familiar ring to Irish Republicans. Like all 
reat political thought, Gaddafi’s message relates to a much 
vider canvas than the dessert societies of North Africa and 
irabia from which so much great political and religious 
hought has sprung from in the past. 

The basic ailment in modern democracy, in Gaddafi’s view, 
į that it is a deviation from the true democracy of “demos 
ratos” or government by the people, to democracy by proxy, 
r what is called in modern political terminology, indirect 

mocracy or democracy by representation. Once people elect 

eir “representatives”, almost always selected in the first 
lace by a small cabal of political hacks, and entrust them with 
jower, these “representatives” take such a mandate as a 
rerogative. Thus the sovereignty of the people, the true 


By a Special Correspondent 


hallmark of democracy, becomes the sovereignty of the 
representatives, 

Thus the “representatives” of the people rob the very 
citizens they are supposed to be rep nting of many of their 
basic civil rights in the name of the te, So by robbing the 
people of their rights, they claim to be “protecting” them, as 
we have seen in both parts of Ireland and in Britain. 

The modern party system of government, whereby one 
political party achieves government and defends the interest of 
only one section of the community while pretending that it 
represents all the people, comes under the scathing attack of 
Gaddafi. 


i”, writes Gaddifi, “is the modern form of 
the tribal and sectarian system., It is the tribe and sect of our 
age. A society governed by one party is in fact a society 
governed by one tribe or one sect”. 

~ Gaddafi does not reject the multi-party system to advocate 
the one party system as some political thinkers do, It is true 
that he says in the “Green Book” that the “existence of 
many parties precipitates a vicious power struggle which 
results in the destruction of any positive achievements and 
socially beneficial plans undertaken by the people”, But he 
equally condemns the one party system. 

“A class”, as he puts it, “has no justification to crush ot! er 
classes for its own interests; a party has no justification to 
crush other parties for its own interests; a tribe ha. no 
justification to crush other tribes; to allow such a liquidation is 
to give up the logic of democracy”. 

He argues that “a party is a modern form of dictatorship: it 


is the instrument of modern dictatorship in as much as a party 
is the rule of the part over the whole”. 


DIRECT DEMOCRACY 


The democracy which Gaddafi preaches in the “Green 
Book” is not indirect democracy by representation, but a 
direct and complete democracy, a “Demos Kratos”, His vision 
of democracy is one in which all the people practice 
democracy not by forfeiting their basic rights to so-called 
representatives, but by assuming decision making powers 
themselves, through popular assemblies and people's 
assemblies, So no indirect representation, no forfeiting of basic 
rights, but a concrete and real participation of all the people in 
governing themselves and taking by themselves, and for 
themselves, the decisions that effect their everyday lives and 
destinies. 
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Irish Industry, How are ye! 


le “Tear the Beef” 


AN awful lot of stink has 
been raised recently over Irish 
Life and Irish Shipping 


Workers 
Appreciation 


Following is a copy of a 
letter received by Miss 
Noreen Varian, P.R.O. Cork 
Comhairlecheantair, Sinn 
Fein: 

“We write to express our 
tion for the interest 


a “dead cert”. 
This TOTE TICKET was 
printed in England and“Sure 


AT. 5 BLUE MICROTINT 
BORD NAcCON 
SHELBOURNE’ PARK STADTUM 


DUBLIN, EIRE, 


Chambon Pro 


Beavor Lene 
LINDON W.€ 


We reproduce (above) the TOTE TICKET, printed in England which is 
available at Irish Greyhound tracks. 


companies giving much 
needed contracts fo foreign 
firms. 

Well only last week a very 
mucy disgruntled punter 
went to Shelbourne Park to 
have a flutter on a “dead 
cert”. Naturally the dog lived 
up to its reputation and 
dropped dead at the first 
bend. 

Well again, what has this 
to do with “Irish Life” ete.. 
etc. You see folks, on the 
way home to the nearest pub 
and to “wake” the dog and 
his lost money. our 
unfortunate punter produced 
his betting slip. which was a 
TOTE TICKET, to show to 
his other “mourners” who 
had also thought the dog was 


we couldn't have any better 
luck” said one of the 
“mourners”. 

But the point of this story 
is: “What is an organisation 
like Bord na gCon (a 
Government Board) doing 
having its tickets printed in 
England? Is if not true that 
Irish Printing firms are going 
through a crisis period? 

We leave this little story to 
our comrades who work in 
the Printing Industry to get 
an explanation from Bord na 
gCon. 

Meanwhile we thank our 
unfortunate punter for 
drawing our attention to this 
matter. 

May his next “dead cert” 
stay alive at least. 


appreci 
and consideration you have 
shown towards the future and 
well being of the employees 
of Cork Shoe Company 
Limited. 

“We are sure that the 
efforts and concern you have 
shown will help us in our 
future endeavours”. 

The letter was signed on 
behalf of the employees of 
Cork Shoe Company Limited 
by Eamon Young, John 
Courtney, and Michael 
Lehane. 


Solidarity 


The letter was a reply to a 
message of solidarity from 
Sinn Fein to the workers of 
the Shoe Company which is 
now in receivership. 


Coiste Cuimhneachain na Poblachta 


Republican Commemoration Committee 


ASSEMBLY: 


Stephen’s Green at 


. MEETING: 


To honour Ireland" 
patriot dead wear an 
Easter Lily. 


2.30 p.m. 


Parade to O'Connell Street. 
A public meeting will be held at the G.P.O. at 3,00 p.m. 


The Diamond Jubilee of the Easter 
Rising will be commemorated 
in Dublin Sunday, 25th April, 1976. 


The meeting will be addressed by prominent members of the Republican Movement. 


Provincial 
Cerémonies 


Local Easter Sunday 
Commemorations will 
take place as usual. 
Areas requiring 
speakers for Easter 


Sunday Commemora- 
tions should apply to: 


An Runai, Coiste 
Cuimhneachain na 
Poblachta, 44 Parnell 
Square, Dublin 1. 
Applications should 
arrive not later than 
April Ist 1976. 


ay 


NOTEBOOK 


THE Editor has forwarded me a “Reply” 
from a Mr. P, Maguire to what Freeman 
said a few weeks ago about “Stopping the 
Taigue-killers”, It isn’t quite clear — from a 
note at the end — whether this is a letter or 
article ‘intended for publication. If it is, 
then I suggest that the author make this 
clear to the Editor post haste. 

Mr. Maguire takes exception to what I 
said about the American war in Vietnam 
and the Russian take-over of 
Czechoslovakia. He seems to think that I 
was approving of both of them. Far from 
it. 


1 was making a very different, and 
admittedly rather grim, point. I was saying 
that if people decide to use force to 
achieve a certain aim, then they have a 
moral duty, in my view, to use force as 
mercifully as possible; that is, to use it in 
such quantity, and in such a way, either 
that killing will be avoided or else that such 
killing and destruction as do take place will 
be as little as possible. 

If I am right that there is such a moral 
obligation in the use of force then it 
follows, I think, that the Russian manner 
of bringing Czechoslovakia to heel 
decisive, overpowering, swift and virtually 
bloodless ~ was more “merciful” than the 
American manner of bringing Vietnam to 
heel half-hearted, sporadic, 
long-drawn-out, appallingly bloody and 
cruel, and ultimately a failure, 

I was arguing that this principle applies 
to action by guerilla armies, as well as by 
regular armies. And I readily admit that the 
ability to be “merciful” in the manner I 
have indicated depends ultimately but 
by no means entirel on having 
overwhelming force at one’s disposal. 

There may be a hole in this argument 
somewhere, but I think that at least it does 
bear arguing about. There are some men, 
such as Bishop Cahal Daly and Cardinal 
Conway, who think that we should give up 
trying to decide what is moral or immoral, 
or more or less moral, in the whole field of 
warfare and the killing of man by man. 

Bishop Daly has said he thinks we 
should stop talking of “just wars”. Let's 
call all warfare immoral and have finished 
with it! Cardinal Conway, very recently, 
said that it is an ancient Christian tradition 
that only God has the right to end a man’s 
life. You see the way these men are 
heading? 

Firstly, towards the complete overthrow 
of the centuries-old effort by Christian 
moralists and teachers, and by European 
man, to minimise the horror of war and to 
reduce the violent killing of people to a 
minimum, Secondly, and especially in the 
case of Conway, towards the blatant 
misrepresentation of Christian doctrine. 

The Cardinals statement, quoted above, 
can be found in the newspapers for 
February. 10th: it is nothing short of false 
doctrine, 

Thirdly, this Daly-Conway kind of talk 
is opening the door wide open to the 
return of complete savagery. For if what 
they seem to think were true, namely, that 
all warfare is equally immoral, and all 
killing of men immoral, then, as the man 
said, “You might as well be hung for a 
sheep as a lamb”, “Matter a damn”, as the 
Charlestown Ghoul used say when 
discussing the well-known fact that 
Republicans give warnings when they place 
their bombs in public places and Loyalists 
don’t. 

When I write about these grim matters 
of war and killing, and attempt — with 
what insight God, Christianity and my 
natural moral sense give me — to unravel 
what is right and wrong, or more or less 
right, I feel that I am standing in the 
breach against the savagery which Daly and 
Conway would let loose upon us with their 
high-sounding phrases. And I know that 
mny conscientious Christian Republicans 
stand with me in that breach, 

There are certain evil and objectively 
immoral situations which will always recur 
among mankind: war and prostitution are 
two of them, But the Christian and the 


The Savage in 
. Cahal Daly 


European — I Say so with pride — who are 
con: us of their high traditions, do not 
turn away their eyes and noses in arrogant 
condemnation and disgust. 

St. Thomas Aquinas, reflecting on the 
lives of prostitutes, saw that, even within 
prostitution, there could be goodness and 
badness: that a woman might practise this 
immoral profession virtuously or viciously. 
Naturally, he applied the same criterion to 
the soldier, the general, the executioner, 
the freedom-fighter against an unjust 
regime, the governor, the man fighting off 
an attacker — to all those, in short, who are 
involved, whether professionally or by 
circumstance, in the business of killing or 
maiming other human beings. 

So must we do, and continue to do, 
even if the bishops betray us. For we 
remain men, Christians and Europeans, no 
matter what they are anyone else may do 
or say. 


However, the main point of Mr. 
Maguire’s “reply” as a refutation, 
argument by argument, of the measures 
which I said the IRA might be justified in 
taking “to stop the Taigue-killers”. Mr. 
Maguire believes that the means I 
tentatively suggested would be neither 
right nor effective. 

Very well, while not completely 
convinced, I take his points. But Mr. 
Maguire does not suggest any other kind of 
measures which would be effective. 
Perhaps he does not think there are any. 
Perhaps he believes that the slaughter of 
innocent Catholics by Loyalist assassins is 
simply something which must be accepted 
i.e. that the Republican Movement, despite 
its claims, cannot defend the Northern 
minority and must allow its own support 
to be undermined by the indiscriminate 
Slaughter of its kith and kin, 

If so, then it is just possible that Mr. 
Maguire is one of those Republicans who 
don’t ever think seriously of how the 
Republican Movement can be effective, but 
merely of how it may continue to be — for 
the indefinite future, and regardless of 
whether it wins or loses — the Republican 
Movement, a sort of end in itself. 

There’ are Republicans who think this 
way, and I will discuss them some day. The 
low priority they place on effectiveness is a 
heavy liability on those of us who want the 
all-Ireland Irish Republic to enter “the 
world of tangible things” and become an 
actuality rather than a mere idea. 


Iceland has a larger population than 
Connacht. Right or wrong? Wrong. 
Connacht’s population is larger by about 
100,000. 

Iceland has more natural wealth than 
Connacht. Right or wrong? Wrong. 
Connacht has as much fish as Iceland off 
its shores, much better agricultural land 
and considerably more mineral wealth. 

How is it, then, that the Iceland 
Government can stand up to the British 
Government, when the Irish Government 
can’t? = 

+8 

“During the 1916-21 period the 
Catholic Church in Ireland was used as a 
battering ram against the liberation struggle 


. ..” (An Phoblacht, Feabhra 6). Right or 
wrong? Look here next week for the 


by 


FREEMAN 
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Special Branch 
dget? 


hit 


by B 


Fal Ei 


hanging around the offices of An Phoblacht. 


You may or indeed you may not remember, that now and again we get these strange fellows 


Usually they are to be seen sitting in their wee blue car reading (yes, reading) copies of the 


Irish Independant. This means of course that as well as keeping a watch on us, they are also 


gleaning information from the Brit paper. 
Buf alas folks, hard times have befallen even the Special Branch. No more cars, no more 


“Indo”. 


ordinary chaps. The Budget knows no bounds. 
We are forced to admit, that we don't know the two lads names. We are sure we will remedy 


that very soon. 


P.S. Are they committing a parking offence? 


Now they are forced to sit on the wall opposite our office. Just pretending to be 


Bloody Sunday: 


Stagg family at 
London Commemoration 


LONDON Sinn Fein held their annual Bloody Sunday Commemoration on Sunday 
and despite the cold weather large crowds of Republicans came from all over England in sacred 
remembrance of those innocent people who were murdered in cold blood in the streets of Derry 
by the English Paratroopers on January 30, 1972. 


The crowd gathered at 
Speakers Corner, before setting 
out on the long march to Jenkins 
house in Ladybroke Squate. 
Proudly we marched behind the 
Tricolour, the flags of our four 
provinces and the Sinn Fein 
banners, but our hearts were full 
of sadness as naturally our 
thoughts were centered on our 
fellow Republicans, 


STOPPED BY 
POLICE 


However near Ladybroke 
Square the Police stopped the 
march and informed the stewards 
that Mr. Jenkins would not allow 
a meeting to take place outside 
his home, 

Mò. Jenkins would, we were 
told, allow 20 of the marchers to 
quietly picket his house. The 
stewards informed the Police that 
a public meeting would be held 
where the march had stopped and 
that a picket would be placed on 
the home of Roy Jenkins at 8 
p.m. that same evening and not 
by 20 people but by as many as 
wished to attend. 

The meeting was then 
addressed by Mr. Derick 
Highstead, Maureen McGuire, 
Michael Maguire and two 
members of the Stagg family. 
George Stagg (brother) and Mrs. 
Brid Donoghue (sister). 


SISTER’S 
ADDRESS 


“I am here to-day pleading for 
the life of my brother, Proinsias 
Stagg”, Mrs. Brid Donoghue, fold 
the meeting. 

Mrs. Donoghue continued: 

“First of all let me thank the 
people who have supported Frank 
so fiercely in this lonely battle, 
especially the people from the 
London S.F. Cumainn who have 
picketed Jenkin’s house every 
night for the last month, and also 
the Peoples’ Democracy, Frank 
Maguire, M.P., and Mr. Conneely, 
Solr. 


MESSAGE FROM 
PRISON CELL 


“I am sure you are anxious to 


know how my brother is to-day. 
George and 1 visited him in that 
hell hole of Wakefield this very 
morning where he is still being 
held in solitary confirement, He is 
a dying man. But never the less 
his spirits are high and his 
personal message to you people 
here to-day is ‘The war for 
freedom must go on and I shall 
play my small part in that fight 
by resisting the crown in the only 
way left open to me, lying here in 
this dungeon’, 

“Proinsias is not asking for an 
awful lot; he is only asking Roy 
Jenkins and his agents for a very 
reasonable request — to return 
him to his native Ireland that he 
loves so dearly, 

“But you all know Jenkins 
reply to that request. The 50 
called Labour Home Secretary 
and this ally Harold Wilson throw 
down the gauntlet to a dying man 
by telling him his requests are 
absolutely unreasonable. 

“Frank is now more 
determined than ever to carry his 
fight for human rights to the 
ultimate end”, Mrs. Donoghue 
told the meeting. 

Addressing the marchers Mr. 
George Stagg said: 

George Stagg in his address to 
the people said: , 

“We come hert today for a 
very solemn reason to express 
horror and revulsion at the 
murder of 13 innocent people 
four years ago by the British 
Army in Derry. 

“Wouldn't it be a shame if the 
Rt. Hon. Mr. Jenkins were to be 
aroused from his afternoon nap 
only to be reminded of the slow 
torture being carried out by his 
agents on my brother, Proinsias at 


. 


ILM. Prison Wakefield. 

insias, this morning; 
he cannot lift his head to drink, 
he's drinking from a baby’s 
bottle. He is in death's agony and 
yet his jailers continue to leave 
they describe as a full meal 
in his cell every meal-time. I 
would describe it as foul smelling 
shit, 

“I am sure Mr. Jenkins is 
proud to go on Radio and 
Television every day to challenge 
a dying man. ‘Give up or die’ ~ 
this is now the policy of the 
British Government. 

“When a man is down they 
kick him in the teeth”, Mr. Stagg 
said. 

He continued: 

“I can tell Mr. Jenkins and his 
puppets in Dublin that the 
Nationalist people of Ireland are 
not down, they will not be 
kicked. There is one group of 
people for whom 1 have a special 
mention — they are the gentlemen 
of the SDLP, who made back 
door approaches to my family, 
regarding my brother's conditions 
and demands, 

S.D.L.P. 
WARNED 

We know that the S.D.L.P.'s 
only aim is to gain Political 
advantage: Remember the same 
S.D.L.P. took Britain’s 30 pieces 
of silver in the power-sharing 
assembly, sold Nationalist people 
down the river, while sitting in 
their velvet chairs with Brian 
Faulkner; the money burnt a hole 
in their pockets and now they are 
trying to crawl back on the body 
of my brother. 1 warn, Mr. Fitt, 
Don't play gutter politics with 
Proinsias Stagg. 

“When I visited Frank today, 
he asked me to thank all the 
people here today who have 
supported and campaigned for 
him in his present fight, His words 
were: The fight must go on”.” 

The proceedings were chaired 
by Mr. Derick Hystead. 


FREE STATE 
PRIVILEGES 


SINCE when has it become a 
privilege to sit on a chair? 

Since when has it become a 
privilege to eat at table, 

Since when has it become a 
privilege to feel and offer 
sympathy for a fellow sufferer? 

And when one expresses a 
token of this sympathy and 
protest’ in the most pacific 
manner possible — a voluntary 
48-hour fast — does it then 
become a privilege to speak to 
one's wife, one’s children, once 
per week through a wire grid? 

And does it become a privilege 
to be spoken to in like manner? 

These are the “privileges” 
which have been denied to 
prisoners in Port Laoise by the 
Minister for law and justice, who 
deems it his personal privilege to 
deny such simple basic Human 
Rights. 


it is being rumoured that Dr. 
Garrett FitzGerald is a likely 
candidate for the Presidency of 
the E.E.C, — if Britain foregoes 
her claim to that position next 
year. As Britain never gives 
anything for nothing, it is hoped 
the hearings of the torture cases 
against Britain at Strasbourg will 
not be part of any dea 


~Reader, 
Baile Atha Cliath, 4. 


AN Irish Press Reporter in the 
2nd February issue of that paper 
appears to have copied some 
English propaganda. when. he 
stated that the Chaplain at 
Wakefield prison (Rev. William 
Byrne) and Bishop William 
Wheeler “had refused to give 
Stagg mass. May I state that 
Catholic priests do not give Mass. 
but these two English “Williams” 
may have taken upon themselves 
not to allow the hunger striker 
Proinsias Stagg to assist at the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, In this 
they were acting against the 
teaching of the Church as the 
ends for which Mass is offered 
are: 
1. To give God honour and glory. 
2. To thank Him for His benefits. 
3. In expiation for 
4. And for the living and the 

dead (that they may be loosed 

from their sins). 

God planted free will in man’s 
soul and any act of sin is man’s 
alone; No priest or bishop can 


Bron ar 
an mbas 
+ 
CUIS bróin do 
Ghluaiseacht na Poblachta 
bás Dheugláin Uí Réagáin 
O Rinn ó gCuanach sna 
Déise, i gCo. Phort Láirge. 
Bhí sé dílis go bás don 
bPoblacht. 
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a 
anam uasal. 


BUIOCHAS 


THE McCabe/Ouigley 
S.F. Cumann wish to 
thank the people of 
the Ballymun/Finglas 
districts of Dublin for 


their generous 
contributions to the 
Christmas collections 
for the Political 
Prisoners and their 
dependents and look 
forward to their 
continued support for 
this worthy cause. 
— P.R.O. 

McCabe/Ouigley S.F. 
Cumann. 


Republican 
Post Bag 


assure a man that he has 
committed sin, A priest is God's 
minister for dispensing His 
forgiveness to sinners. Christ ate 
with tax gatherers, he forgave 
Mary Magdalen who had formerly 
been possessed of seven devils, He 
forgave Peter who had denied 
Him and he forgave even those 
who had nailed Him to the cross; 
He assured the repentant thief of 
Heaven, even that day! 

The Catholic Church is 
universal in its teaching, Wolsey 
deviated from Christ's teaching to 
court favour with Henry Vill; and 
in these latter days Bishop Tickle, 
Archbishop O'Dwyer, and now 
these two Williams appear to be 
putting their own private 
interpretation on the teaching of 
the Church. How very typical of 
these as Englishmen, But we read 
that when Wolsey lay on his dying 
bed, he repented that he had not 
served his God as he had served 
his King, When Pilate’s conscience 
reproached him, he at least 
washed his hands as a gesture of 
repentance, 


No Catholic is ever barred 
from assisting at the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass — he may do 
so even if he has committed sin; 
Christ gives him the grace of 
repentance to avoid committing 
future sin, Those English priests 
were failing in charity by cutting 
off the flow of Christ's mercy to 
one of His children. Their state of 
mind made them unfit to offer 
the Holy Mass. Christ said: “Lay 
first thy offering at the altar, and 
be reconciled with your brother 
and then come to the altar. Alone 
the priest has no power to offer 
the Holy Mass unless there be at 
least another participant in that 
offering, the server therefore 
takes the place of the people 
when no others are present. 

Did Christ not say: “He who is 


- without sin amongst you, let him 


ast the first stone” and “as long 


s As you did it to one of these my 


least brethren you did it to mc”. 
“I was cold and in prison and y 
visited me not; and again “ 
greater love hath man, than that 
he lay down his life for his 
friends” which is what Francis 
Stagg is doing, since he had no 
other option open to him: to 
obtain Civil Rights, freedom from 
oppression for himself and his 
imprisoned companions”. 

Mercy, said Shakespeare 
becomes the throned monarch 
better than his crown! it is an 
attribute of God Himself. 


When laws are unjust they 
cannot expect to gain esteem and 
they ill-become so-called Chfistian 
nations. Temporal power even, 
comes from above and the 
confidence placed in its rulers — 
they will all one day be called 
before the throne of Heaven to 
account for misrule, 


—U. Toal, 
Newry Road, Dundalk, 


PROINSIAS 
STAGG 


NUMEROUS words have been 
said and written about the plight 


of Mr. Frank Stagg and his self 
imposed hunger strike, which is 
the only means at his disposal to 
highlight a courageous struggle for 
repatriation to the land of his 
birth. 

The pain and suffering that a 
sustained hunger strike entails can 
only be understood, by the 
layman when defined by medical 
experts, and even then, it is 
almost outside the scope of 
human comprehension to absorb 
the full complications of such a 
degree of self imposed torture to 
uphold a principle and 
undisputable love for ones own 
country. This extreme measure of 
protest by Mr. Stagg highlights 
the ominous silence by those 
politicians who repeatedly state 
their desire of equality and justice 
for all, irrespective of class or 
creed, 

In this case, as in others of 
similar nature in the past, those in 
the political sphere seem to be 
selective when justice is sought, or 
fail to have the courage of their 
convictions that they profess 
when seeking the votes of the 
electérate. No word of protest has 
been made by them te the British 
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have a 


paced 


a omne Mr, 
hey disputed Mr, 
n to abolish 


Home Secret 
. nor have 
Merlyn Rees d 
political status for persons 
accused of poli motivations. 
This special category status 
was achieved only after a long and 
bitter struggle (involving hunger 
strikes) by the people concerned, 
and at the present e tends to 
be overshadowed by Mr. Stage’s 
life or death struggle with the 
British Government. The lack of 
sincerity by public representatives 
in these parallel cases will not 
easily be forgotten, for what is a 
man if he cannot face the truth. 
Joseph Rigby, 


Beal Feirste, 6. 


PROINSIAS 
STAGG 


MAY I, through the courtesy of 


Steep’ an 


N’ Borre 


piri 


Courtesy “Andersonstown News”, Belfast. 


your column, express my disgust 
at Mr. R. Jenkins statement, “I 
am not going to give in to 
blackmail of this sort”, when 
asked what his intentions were, 
regarding Proinsias Stagg who is, 
at this date and tme, 56 days on 
Hunger Strike in Wakefield Jail, 
seeking just and humane 


demands. 
They excuse their actions, 
apart from their cries of 


“blackmail”, on the grounds that 
Frank Stagg was not born in 
Northern Ireland, therefore, they 
see no reason why they should 
move him there, 


Albert “Ginger” Baker, the 
mass murderer of innocent 
Catholics was not born in 


England, yet he was moved to an 
English Jail the day after his trial. 
Todate 20 Political Prisoners have 
been moved to jails in the North 
from Jails’ in England; all were 
moved with no bother, except for 
the four Republicans, who had to 
embark on a hunger strike and 
were near to death, before they 
were moved. Fourteen Loyalists 
have been moved from 
Sip-County 
England, again, 
protest. Furthering my sense of 
abhorence is the, fact that Mr. 
Jenkins and the British 
Government he speaks for, have 
the gall to call themselves 
Socialists, when in fact, this band 
of Bureaucratic Hypocrites are 
prepared to let a human being 
starve to death, rather than 
swollow a little pride, and grant 
him the justice he seeks. 


The British Government speak 
of “blackmail” by the Republic: 
P.O.W.S. but what about their 
blackmailing of the Irish Nation 
‘over the past 50 years or so with 
their border, They forever fail to 
realise that for Republicans like 
Stagg, the border is of no 
significance. He is asking to be 
moved to a jail in his homeland, 
and it so happens, that England 
has jails in the 6 North-Eastern 
Counties of Stagg’s homeland. 

Irishmen have died in English 
jails in the past because they 
refused to be regarded as 
members of the English criminal 
class and now it seems that 
another Irish P.O.W. is to die 
because he too will not be 
regarded as a criminal. 

For Mr, Roy Jenkins to refuse 
this man his basic and humane 
demands, no matter what excuses 
he makes, shows clearly the 
Antélrish “Croppy lie down” 
mentality of British politicians. 

—Sean Magee, 
P.R.O., Cage 12, Long Kesh 
Concentration Camp, Lisburn. 


Books for Prisoners 


COPIES of the following books are required for Republican prisoners in Irish jails, 


North and South: 


Tragedies of Kerry; The First Dail; Lady at the Gate; Last Words of 1916 Leaders; 
Freedom — the Wolfe Tone Way. 


The writings of Connolly, Lawlor, Pearse, and William Thompson. 
All books and literature on mining and resources. 


ALL books to be left at: 


44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1. 

Siopa an Phobail, Rossville St., Derry; 
2a Lower Kevin St., Dublin 8. 

or 170a Falls Road, Belfast. 


ALL parcels should be marked: “Books for Prisoners”. 


WE SHALL NOT 
STAND IDLY BY 


1 HAVE heard politicians (Irish 
and English) on Radio and on 
Television, discuss political status 
as though it were something that 
was given to us, Political 
Prisoners, through the British 
Government's love for Irishmen, 

It has been stated many times 
before, Political Status was fought 
for and won from the British after 
a prolonged hunger strike in 
which a number of our comrades 
came close to death. They are 
zealous in their attempts to label 
the P.O.W.'s, as criminals and 
declare that they are to abolish 
Political Status, 

1 like my comrades are not 
here in this Hellhole for criminal 
activities or for furthering a quest 
for personal gain; rather, we are 
here for actively opposing an 
ancient and foreign Occupant of 
our Country, who are, at this 
moment in time, with the 
assistance of nai Quistings, 
going to great pains to resurrect 
the now defunct anti-Catholic 
-Nationalist Stormont Regime, 
however, that is another Issue. 

1 would like to state, on behalf 
of myself and my fellow P.O.W.'s: 
“We shall not give up our rightful 
status as P.O,W."s, nor shall we 
stand idly by while our comrades 
are thrown in cells and treated as 
though they are criminals”, 

Finally 1 would say that you, 
our people, have stood by us in 
the past and with your continued 
support Britain’s latest ‘tactic’ in 
their efforts to defeat the 
Republican Movement will, as 
with every other tactic, be 
defeated. 

—Samuel (Sambo) Doyle, 
Unity Flats’ P.O.W.'s Cage 13, 
Long Kesh Concentration Camp, 
Lisburn. 


OPEN LETTER TO 
MR. COONEY 


Dear Mr. Cooney, 

This is to inform you that we 
will not be meeting in future at 
our North Circular Road address. 

We wish to thank you and 
your predecessor for your 
kindness in providing us with two 
fellows for the past four years (I 
believe you call these lads Special 
Branch — what an extraordinary 
namie!), These lads sat outside our 
meeting place in their unobtrusive 
cars come hail, rain or snow even 
when meetings were cancelled or 
changed. Our secretary was very 
thoughtless in not letting them 
know and having them come up 


on a fool's errand at times. Do 
you know, Mr. Cooney, they even 
left us home somé nights and 
sometimes even came into our 
local to see if we were O.K, 

Many’s the social visit they 
paid our homes and places of 
employment, sometimes leaving a 
little present or momento of their 
visit in our homes or putting a 
good word into the bosses ear for 
us. Every now and then they 
would spring out of their 
unobstrusive cars asking us our 
names “and addresses and 
occupations just to keep us on 
our toes for fear we would lose 
our memory as Jack did, 

Well, these chaps of yours 
were really good to us, sometimes 
they would play jokes on us, 
pretending to arrest us, even 
holding us for two days in the 
luxury suite in the Bridewell just 
to make it look realistic, 
Sometimes they would pretned to 
be annoyed and hit us with their 
featherweight batons which don’t 
really hurt, even though one of 
our members was knocked 
unconscious by one at a funeral in 
Glasnevin cemetery. 

1 am glad to see you bought 
the boys some new unobtrusive 
cars a while ago — that “oul” van 
was in a terrible state, 

Now I don't want to make the 
boys in F.F„ Fy and Lab. 
jealous but thanks for the big help 
your lads gave us in the local 
elections. We had only to pull 
down about three-quarter of the 
posters we put up, your lads did 
the rest for us. However they 
made a little error, they pulled 
them down before the voting. 

Thanks again, Paddy, we are 
pleased that you can afford to 
send two of your boys and an 
unobtrusive car down to watch 
our meetings while the crime rate 
soars. I'am sure the people of 
Cabra are equally pleased that 
you can spend their money in this 
way while their homes are 
burgled, cars are stolen and 
property vandalised, 


~P.R.O., 
Thomas Ashe S.F. Cumann Cabra. 
Baile Atha Cliath, 


The members of the 
Dermot Crowley Sinn Fein 
Cumann, Corlough, West 
Cavan have learned with 
deep regret of the death of 
Thomas Flynn of 
Ballinamore, a life long 
member of the Republican 
Movement. 


Ceili Mor 
A Grand Charity Ceili will be held in Oblate Hall, 


Inchicore, Dublin on St. Patricks Night 
(17 March, 1976). 


MUSIC by the 


Eamonn Ceannt Ceili Band 
PROCEEDS in aid of: St. John of God Building Fund, 
Goldenbridge Orphanage and An Cumann Cabhrach. 
ORGANISED by Robert Emmet S.F. Cumann, Inchicore, 


Dublin. 
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AN PHOBLACHT. FEABHRA 20, 1976. 


Frank Stagg — 
his cause will 
yet prevail 


ON Thursday morning at 6 a.m. February 12, Proinsias Stagg finally succumbed 
to his torturers. 

For 62 days his already weakened body strove for Justice. It was not 
forthcoming. 

Frank Stagg was murdered by the Brits. Legal niceities and political posturing by self centred 
opportunists will never chànge that fact. 

Ruairi O Bradaigh expressed fully the sentiments of all sections of the Republican Movement 
when he stated in a telegram to Frank Stagg’s widow: 

Hisycause will yet prevail and he shall be remembered by a grateful people”. 

Within hours of Frank's death, workers in nationalist areas of the Six Counties downed tools 
as a token of their sympathy. 

That night over 10,000 people took part in a Torch Light procession in Belfast. 

Other parades took place in Lurgan, Derry, Newry, Armagh, Tyrone and Fermanagh. 

In Dublin on Friday night a “Silent” march led by An Uachtaran, Ruairí Ó Brádaigh 
marched from Stephens Green to the G.P.O. 

Just before the march took place there were several bomb scares, and in the Shelbourne 
Hotel an explosion took place. 

From the platform Ruairi O Brádaigh condemned the bombings, remarking that they had a 
familiar pattern about them. 

At the Friday night Dublin meeting, members of the Gardai Siochana did everything in their 
power to disrupt the proceedings. A “convenient” bomb’ scare ensured that nobody was 
allowed into O'Connell Street and all side streets were lined with members of the Gardai 
Siochana. 


A bus load of Sinn Féin members from Ballinamore — led by John Joe McGirl were 


deliberately prevented from reaching the meeting till it was nearly over. 


“Such incidents follow a familiar pattern and occur at times of tension and high public 
feeling. They are calculated to serve British interests in Ireland and sabotage protest 
demonstrations arising out of the death on hunger-strike in England of Frank Stagg”, said 
Ruairi © Bradaigh at a meeting at the G.P.O. on Friday night. 


Derry 
protest 


IN Derry a Sinn Fein pro- 
test peacefully blockaded the 
top deck of Craigavon Bridge was 
eventually forced to end by the 
British Army and the R.U.C. 
using gestapo methods. 

e British Army and the 
R.U.C. drove an Ulsterbus 
through a line of peaceful demon- 
strators sitting on the ground and 
one man had his foot run over. 

In another protest coming 
back from a peaceful assembly in 
the Guildhall Square, a man 
urging the crowd to. disperse 


Telegram 
to Stagg 
family 


THE following telegram was sent by Ruairi Ó 


Brádaigh to the widow of Frank Stagg on 
behalf of the Republican Movement: 

“Be brave as your husband was brave. Be 
proud of him and of his name. 

“Fight back the tears and accept the 
sympathy and administration of those for 
whom he died so painfully. 

“His cause will yet prevail and he shall be 
remembered by a grateful people”. 


through Waterloo St. Checkpoint 
was split across the forehead with 
a rifle baton by the British Army. 


Signed: . 
Ruairi Ó Brádaigh, 
President of Sinn Féin. 


ABOVE: Members of Dublin Sii 
on Friday night 


a Féin march in a silent protest through the streets of Dublin 


T 


Dublin gardai argue with Brendan Magill, Sinn Féin organiser, over the route of the Sinn Féin 
march 


IN Belfast, the death of Frank Stagg was followed by city wide protests. ABOVE: A hijacked 
lorry burns. 


Pay a hero's tribute to 
FRANK STAGG 


Attend the funeral journey to Ballina 


Arna fhoilsiú ag An Phoblacht, 44. Cear: 


5g Pharnell, B.Á.C. 1. 


